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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  BELLINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

for  the  YEAR  ENDED  31st.  DECEMBER,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural 
District  Council  of  Bellingham. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st.  December,  1953. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  vital  statistics,  there  were  91 
live  births  belonging  to  the  area  compared  with  71  for  1952. 

The  birth  rate  is  20.0  per  1,000  population  compared  with  13.33 
last  year,  but  to  offset  this  there  were  4 stillbirths  compared 
with  none  last  year.  Though  small  numbers  make  comparisons  of 
doubtful  value,  the  stillbirth  rate  is  double  that  for  England 
and  Wales  generally. 

The  death  rate,  at  11.35  per  1,000  population,  is  practically 
the  same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  5 deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year;  4 occurred  within  a few  hours  or  days  of 
birth,  3 being  due  to  the  hazards  of  birth  and  1 to  congenital 
malformation,  while  the  fifth  death  occurred  at  ten  months.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  of  54.95  per  1,000  live  births  is  very  high, 
being  double  the  rate  for  this  area  last  year  and  for  England  and 
Wales  generally.  The  figure  may  indicate  only  a temporary 
increase,  as  is  to  be  hoped.  As  has  been  noted  in  previous  years, 
the  most  frequent  cause  of  adult  death  was  circulatory  disease; 
this  accounted  for  29  of  the  66  deaths.  There  were  7 deaths  from 
cerebral  haemorrhage  and  8 from  cancer.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  tuberculosis.  The  age  at  death  remains  high. 

During  the  year  52  cases  of  Infectious  disease  were  notified. 
48  of  these  were  measles,  which  was  prevalent  throughout  the 
country.  No  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified. 

In  1953,  24  houses  were  built  by  the  Local  Authority,  82  by 
the  Forestry  Commission  and  2 by  the  War  Department,  with  4 built 
by  private  Individuals.  The  Vilest  Woodbum  Sewage  Scheme  was 
almost  completed,  and  other  schemes  were  under  consideration. 
Further  progress  was  made  in  the  implementation  of  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Order,  1950. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
efficiency  with  which  he  has  carried  out  his  many  and  varied 
duties,  and  to  acknowledge  the  Interest  and  support  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  in  matters  affecting  my  department.  Finally,  I 


■ 
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should  like  to  record  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  Dr. 
Kirk  during  his  many  years  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
to  state  that  much  of  the  work  reported  here  took  place 
during  his  term  of  office. 


Signed : 


W.  Minns, 


M.B.E. ,M.B. 


,B.S. ,B.Hy. ,D. P.H. 


PARTICULARS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  boundaries  of  the  Rural 
District,  the  area  of  'which  remains  at  246,645  acres  or  380 
square  miles  approximately. 

The  population  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  is  5,395,  an  increase  of  69  over  1952. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  area  at  the 


end  of  1953,  according  to  the  Rate  Book  1,597, 

Rateable  value  £45,600. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £180, 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Xaboratory  Facilities. 

Facilities  in  the  area  continue  to  be  provided  by  the 
Government  Laboratory  in  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  which 
gives  an  efficient  service. 

Ambulance  Service. 


The  local  ambulance  service  is  administered  for  the  County 
Council  by  the  Red  Cross,  and  a satisfactory  service  is 
maintained.  In  addition  to  the  ambulance,  a car  service  is 
available  for  suitable  cases  and  is  of  considerable  value  in 
such  a large  district. 

Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting. 

The  district  nurses  are  all  provided  with  cars  and  their 
nursing  work  continues  to  be  excellent.  In  spite  of  the 
difficulty  of  arranging  for  suitable  help  in  a country  district, 
the  Home  Help  Service  run  by  the  County  Council  continues  to 
function  satisfactorily.  The  County  Health  Visitors  work  in 
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harmony  with  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  and  do 
much  valuable  work. 

Maternity  & Child  'Welfare. 

Four  Maternity  & ChildWelf are  Centres,  staffed  by  the 
County  Council,  operate  at  Bellingham,  Otterbum,  Kielder 
and  Wark.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out 
at  these  centres  or  is  done  by  the  General  Practitioners, 
while  all  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  the  General 
Practitioners . 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total. Ma le  . Female  . 

Live  Births,  legitimate  87  51  36 

Live  Births,  illegitimate  ...  4 4 

Total  Live  Births  ..  £1. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  . 20.0 

This  compares  with  a Rate  of  15.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  4. 

(1  male  - 3 female,  all  legitimate) 

Stillbirth  Rate  0.74  per  1,000  population. 

This  compares  with  a Rate  of  0.35  for  England  and  Wales. 


Total. Male . Female . 

Deaths  66  41  25 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  12.2 

When  comparability  factor  is  applied,  death  rate 

per  1,000  population  is  11*35 


This  compares  with  a figure  of  11*3  for  England  and  Wales; 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil. 


, 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  TH5  BELLINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING  1951.  1952  and  1953 


HEATHS  REGIS TBKED  DURING  1953 


•.use  A ©uo 
jepun  x^T-oj, 

CM 

H 

H 

H 

io 

•STft.UOOT  3X-6 

1 — 1 

f — 1 

■ 

•stn.uora  6-9 

•etp).uora  g~g 

•stn.uour  g-p 

•qpuoin  ©uo 

J9pim  ITS^-OJ, 

CM 

i — 1 

H 

* 93[©©M.  ^"“2 

•02[99M.  £"g 

*S^99M  g-p 

•^0©M 
©UO  J9pufl 

CN2 

rH 

i — 1 

CAUSE  OP  DEATH. 

Prematurity. 

(1  precipitate  labour 
and  subdural 

J 

© 

0$ 

p 

Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

precipitate  labour. 

Hydrocephalus . 

Asphyxia  due  to 
inhalation  of  vomit. j 

_ J 

LO  f> 

U-  3 3 3 d 


p 


•S 


5 


^ Vi  *h 
oa  to  03 

£ 5 

«5  as  aj 
© © © 
P P P 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT  for 


YEAR  ENDED  31st.  DECEMBER, 1953 . 


Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area, 


WATER. 

The  first  fruits  of  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Order, 
1950,  are  now  seen.  Phase  1 - Reedsmouth,  Bellingham, 

Lanehead  and  Greenhaugh  - is  an  accomplished  fact.  Many 
properties  in  which  the  occupiers  for  generations  have  carried 
water,  are  literally  thrilled  by  the  simple  process  of  turning 
on  a tap. 

The  water  main  laying  for  the  settlement  groups  of  Wark  and 
Birtley  is  now  completed. 

Fals tone . 

Negotiations  between  the  Forestry  Commission  and  the 
Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company  are  still  in  progress.  An 
early  agreement  is  anticipated. 

General. 

This  year  marks  the  most  progressive  in  the  provision 
of  water  supplies  for  this  rural  district.  The  implementation 
of  the  Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Order,  1950,  together  with 
use  of  the  Hill  Farming  Act,  1946,  as  amended  by  the  Livestock 
Rearing  Act,  1951,  are  the  main  factors  attributing  to  this 
most  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  Much  remains  to  be  done  to 
isolated  holdings  but  the  old  idea  of  a spring  or  well  being 
adequate  is  becoming  historic  language. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

West  Woodbum  Sewerage  & Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

This  scheme  is  now  almost  complete* 

Schemes  for  Bellingham,  Wark^  Birtley*  Lanehead  and  Greenhaugh 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  await  formal  Public 
Enquiry. 

The  rate  of  progress  of  the  laying  of  water  mains  raises  the 
urgency  of  treatment  schemes  at  Ridsdale,  Otterbum,  Rochester  and 
Falstone,  where  property  owners  are  already  desirous  of  taking 
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advantage  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  which  necessitates  the 
provision  of  some  form  of  sewage  disposal. 


SCHEMES  OTHER  THAN  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Forestry  Commission. 

Mouse yhaugh 
Stonehaughshie Ids 
Byrne ss 

Kielder  (Butte r yhaugh) 

CONVERSIONS . 

38  conversions  have  been  carried  out  from  privy  to  \vater 
carriage  system. 


Completed 
do . 
do . 

In  progress. 


HOUSING. 

Local  Authority  Building. 

During  the  year,  24  houses  have  been  constructed  and  occupied. 


Private  Building: 

4. 

Forestry  Commission: 

82. 

War  Department: 

2. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949.  Improvement  - Reconditioning . 

During  the  period  under  review  only  one  application  has  been 
received.  Part  reason  is  obvious  where  owners  in  settlement 
areas  are  anxious  to  make  application  but  the  Local  Authority 
has  no  sewerage  scheme.  The  Local  Authority  on  the  other  hand 
is  faced  with  a prohibitive  high  cost  per  house  - hence,  at  the 
moment,  the  problem  is  insoluble  until  the  factor  of  cost  can  be 
resolved. 


HILL  FARMING  ACT,  1946  as  amended  by  LIVESTOCK  REARING  ACT. 1951. 

Good  use  is  being  made  of  these  Regulations ; Comparative 
table  below  indicates  the  progress  to  date: 

1951  - 16  applications. 

1952  - 54  do. 

1953  - 33  do. 

103  over  the  last  3 years. 


It  is  again  emphasised  herein  lies  a vital  approach  if  the 
rural  population  is  to  be  stabilised.  A bath,  water  closet,  hot 


and  cold  water  should  be  an  integral  part  in  the  life  of 
a farm  worker. 


CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL. 

Licences  issued  during  the  year  numbered  8^ 
Total  value  for  the  year  £11, 362 , 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


In  this  scattered  and  extensive  area  of  246,645  acres, 
regular  and  systematic  cleansing  of  the  main  settlement 
groups  has  been  maintained.  The  areas  served  are 


Be llingham. 

Heeds mouth. 
G-reenhaugh. 
Kirkharle . 
Kirkwhe lpington. 


W a rk . 

Pals tone . 

Birt  ley. 
Ridsdale . 

C-t . Bavington. 


Rochester. 

Otterburn. 

East  Loodbum. 
West  V/oodbum. 
Little  Bavington. 


Number  of  properties  serviced:  1,002. 


Tips:  There  are  6 tips  in  the  area  situate  at:- 

Birtley.  Woodburn.  Knowesgate. 
Otterburn.  Falstone.  Bellingham, 


Vehicle:  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Vehicle. 
Employees:  1 loader-driver  and  2 loaders. 


Tonnage  for  year:  1,862  tons. 

Cost  for  year;  £1,675*  7*  6d. 
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SALVAGE. 


A long  term  contract  for  disposal  of  waste  paper 
has  obviated  difficulties  of  disposal  as  demand  has 
fluctuated  and,  although  the  financial  yield  is  not 
great,  the  habit  formed  by  householders  of  saving 


salvage  has  been  sustained 

• 

Collected  during  the  year: 

Tons . 

Cwts . 

Qrs . 

Mixed  papers : 

7 

- 

Books  and  magazines : 

1 

13 

1 

Fibreboard  containers : 

3 

1 

3 

Newspapers : 

17 

3 

Total : 

5 

19 

3 

Receipts  for  the  year:  £40.  2.  7d. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949. 


One  Operator  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Council 
and  methods  of  treatment  are  those  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries. 

Treatments : 


Sewers  : Regular  and  systematic  treating  in 
Bellingham  and  Lark. 


Farms  and  Business  Premises : 39 
Tips : 17 
Other  properties  : 34 


Total  treatments : 90 


. 


. 

■ 
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HOUSING  (CONSOLIDATED)  REGULATIONS,  1925 


Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1953. 


HOUSES  COMPLETED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

With  State 

Unaided. 

Total. 

Assistance . 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  (Permanent 

24 

24 

(Temporary 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  (War  Department 

2 

— 

2 

or  Persons. (All  (Forestry  Comm. 

84 

— 

84 

permanent)  (Private 

- 

4 

4 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


CATEGORY. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

NUMBER. 

1. 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

27. 

2. 

Minor  defects. 

11. 

3. 

Requiring  repair,  structural 
alteration  or  improvement. 

4. 

4. 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning. 

4. 

5. 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  reasonable  expense. 

- 

Total : 

46. 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  its  officers 
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3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  PQ7JERS 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,10  & 16  of  Housing  Act, 1956. 

(T)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  Nil. 

default  of  owners  Nil. 

B . Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(T)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  Nil. 

default  of  owners  Nil. 


C . Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 15  of  Housing  Act ,1936. 

( ll  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not 

demolished  (H. A. 1949, Sec .3)  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

( 1)  "Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made.  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit  Nil. 

4.  Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  and  not  included  above  ...  ...  ...  4. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949.  Sec.  20. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  received.  1. 

(b)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  approved.  JL. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORKS  EFFECTED. 


* r 

By 

Informal 

Action 

By 

Statutory 

Notice 

TOTAL. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

Privies  & privy  ashpits  abolished 

39 

39 

Water  closets  provided 

147 

147 

Number  of  above  for  which  grant 

was  given  ( P.K. A. 1936, Sec .47) 

— 

- 

Sanitary  bins  provided 

24 

24 

Sanitary  bins  renewed 

12 

12 

DRAINAGE . 

New  drains  constructed 

86 

86 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

6 

6 

Additional  gullies  provided 

94 

94 

Old  gullies  replaced 

6 

6 

Scullery  sinks ' provided 

67 

67 

Scullery  waste-pipes  repaired 

6 

6 

Scullery  waste-pipes  trapped 

- 

- 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 

4 

. 

4 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued  ...7...,  No.  of  houses 


New  services  provided: 

(a)  By  Ncle.  & Gateshead  Water  Co..?]-..  No.  of  houses  . . 77 

(b)  By  private  owner  ...  ,.H7.  No.  of  houses  147 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  (a) 

(b) 


internal  tap 
standpipe 


1,163 

476 


Water  Samples. 

During" the  year  18  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  taken. 


POOD  INSPECTION. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Surrendered. 

Seized. 

Legal 

Proceedings . 

1.  Beef  (Home  killed) 

Stones . 

45 

2,  Beef  (Imported) 

si 

- 

3.  Mutton  (Home  killed) 

si 

6^ 

4.  Mutton  (Imported) 

;t 

- 

5.  Pork  (Home  killed) 

SI 

22-1; 

S.  Pork  (Imported) 

:t 

- 

7,  Fruit 

Tins . 

6 

8.  Canned  goods 

Si 

21 

9.  Bacon 

Lbs . 

60 

BYE-LAWS  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  - Section  15;  provide  an 

effective  approach  towards  a higher  standard  of  cleanliness 
in  food  premises  and  have  been  used  to  advantage. 


. 


' 

. 


I 


* 


